The Game Of LIGHTS OUT

LIGHTS OUT

This one is great fun for the dog. Show your dog a treat (preferably crunchy) or his favorite toy, and
then place it out of his sight but easily accessible in a dark room. Tell him to SEEK (or whatever word
you've chosen for food/toys). Follow him in to listen for his success which you will praise
enthusiastically. Obviously, the rewards for the dog are multiple - he gets a treat or finds his toy plus
a very happy handler. If using a toy, be sure to reward his find with some play before starting again.

When multiple treats or toys are used, this particular game helps to build persistence and trust in the
handler. The dog may initially find only 2 out of 3 treats, but he quickly discovers that persistence in
searching when you give the SEEK command pays off. He learns to believe you - there really is
another one there!

You can increase the difficulty of LIGHTS OUT by hiding the cookies in less accessible places (like in a
shoe, or placed on a low shelf.) This can be practiced outdoors as well as in your car, or a parking lot
or anywhere else!



