o
67

The Game Of Hide & Seek

HIDE & SEEK

This is a doggy favorite best played at night or in a darkened house initially. Partially open closets
are great (closed closets may not allow sufficient scent to escape), as are shower stalls/tubs with the
curtain drawn, standing behind an open door, crouching behind a bush, standing very still near a
tree (dogs, like all predators, distinguish movement much better than stationary objects) or sitting
on a picnic table or laying across your car's trunk, or wherever!

To add to the dog's eagerness (or in the event that you are unable to sneak away or can't leave the
dog), have someone hold the dog. They should be verbally exciting to the dog, asking, "Where did
she go? What is she gets lost? Can you FIND her?" and re- lease the dog with a FIND IT command.

Give the dog a chance to work it out, but if he passes you more than twice, give him a "clue” by
making a noise AFTER he's passed you the third time. A good clue is a distinctive but brief sound,
such as clearing your throat or a short whistle that does not allow the dog to find you by using his
hearing, but helps him target the general area you are in for further investigation with his nose.
However the dog finds you, tons of praise is to be heaped upon his head, and of course a treat or two
never hurts. Toy motivated dogs will delight in a game of fetch or tugging as a reward.

As the dog gets more skilled at HIDE & SEEK, you can increase the difficulty of the game by throwing
a blanket or tarp over yourself, not moving until the dog actually touches you, or even hiding in an
area that the dog can smell you, see you (or part of you) but cannot get to you. This is useful for
teaching a scratch or bark alert if desired (commonly used in drug work/search and rescue training).
Always praise the dog generously for his brilliance.






